
By: Audrey Miller
February marks the beginning of Black History Month, 

twenty-eight days of the year dedicated to recognizing, teaching and 
celebrating the influence of Black life in America. The history behind 
this month, however, may be unknown to many non-Black students in 
the United States.

In 1915, Dr. Carter G. Woodson founded what is now known 
as the Association for the Study of African American Life and History 
(ASALH), an organization devoting their work to “promote, research, 
preserve, interpret and disseminate information about Black life, 
history and culture to the global community,” according to the 
mission statement on the ASALH website. The inspiration behind the 
organization was found in a national event celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of emancipation. Hosted at the Coliseum in Chicago, 
thousands of Black Americans, including Dr. Woodson, were present, 
and exhibits were set up in order to shine spotlights on 
accomplishments made by Black Americans since slavery was 
abolished. After attending this event, Dr. Goodson, a graduate from 
the University of Chicago who received his doctoral degree from 
Harvard just three years prior, almost immediately set out to create 
the organization on September 9.

Black History Month was not always the full month of 
February; in 1926, Dr. Woodson declared in a press release that the 
second week of February would be dedicated to commemorate the 
full history and future of Black Americans. Abraham Lincoln and 
Frederick Douglass’ birthdays both fall in this week, influencing Dr. 
Woodson’s decision. Now sometimes referred to as Black History 
Week, the effect was instantaneous with communities organizing 
celebrations and Black history clubs, the rise in consumption and 
creation of Black literature and art and Black teachers wishing for 
more material to teach their students. The ASAHL slowly began to 
expand over the next few decades as the first week ever dedicated 
solely to Black history became an integral part of America. Even 
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Dr. Carter G. Goodson is pictured above. He received his doctorate from Harvard and founded the Association for the Study of African 
American Life and History. In 1926, Dr. Goodson declared that the second week of February would be dedicated to commemorate the 
full history and future of Black Americans. 

Photo courtesy of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History.

many mayors in cities in the US started formally recognizing the week, and the ASAHL had separate branches pop up across the country to keep up with their growing influence.
Dr. Carter G. Woodson passed away in 1950, but the ASAHL still carried on into the Civil Rights era of the 1960s. Before his death, “efforts began slowly within the Black 

community to expand the study of Black history in the schools and Black history celebrations before the public,” according to the ASAHL official website. Then, in the 60s, Black 
college students began celebrating the whole month of February years before the official recognition of Black History Month, pushing for the organization to do the same.

In the next few years, strides were made to officially make February Black History Month. In 1975, President Gerald Ford officially recognized Black History Week in his 
“Message on the Observance of Black History Week.” In 1976 on the 50th anniversary of Black History Week, the ASAHL changed the week to the whole month of February, which 
President Ford recognized in his “Message on the Observance of Black History Month” issued that same year. Here he states, “...we can seize the opportunity to honor the too-often 
neglected accomplishments of Black Americans in every area of endeavor throughout our history.” Every president since Ford has acknowledged and designated February as Black 
History Month. A decade later, Public Law 99-244 was passed by Congress, making February officially “National Black History Month.”

However, Dr. Woodson did not wish the study of Black history to be confined to a single week or month. He was adamant that Black history and accomplishments should be 
studied and celebrated throughout the year and that schools should use the week (now month) to “demonstrate what students learned all year,” according to the ASAHL. This sentiment 
still rings true today.

Fort Mill's own students recognize the importance of Black History Month and how to improve on it in the local community. “From Black History this year,” says Fort Mill 
High School Junior Jahzara Bryant, “I wish to see more inclusivity from people without it being two-faced because I noticed a lot of people will claim to be ‘racially supportive’ but their 
true intentions are the opposite. I wish for more active representation of Black people that aren’t just stuck to the stereotypes placed on us.” She also goes on to explain how non-Black 
people should not be indifferent towards racist comments made by friends and to listen to “what the Black community feels comfortable and uncomfortable about.” Bryant also hopes for 
more initiative from the school in acknowledging Black History Month saying, “Of course, the effort is greatly appreciated but I feel it can be more impactful than a few flyers hanging 
in the hallway.”

Student Body President Anya Huggins says that non-Black students should be respecting and acknowledging Black History Month throughout the month of February, but also 
suggests supporting Black owned businesses and reducing “... the microaggressions they may display on a daily basis.” She goes on to say, “I really enjoyed last year's assembly, BHM 
lunch samples, and encouraging teachers to incorporate Black figures into lessons, and I believe continuing with that same path of appreciation is beneficial for Fort Mill.”

Dr. Carter G. Woodson and his organization the ASALH have made a notable impact on American history by founding Black History Month. Every year, the ASALH chooses a 
theme for Black History Month. In 2023, this year’s theme is “Black Resistance,” highlighting that Black Americans “...have resisted historic and ongoing oppression, in all forms…”

The ASALH states that it’s important to remember that “Black History Month is not a token. It is a special tribute—a time of acknowledgement, of reflection, and 
inspiration—that comes to life in real and ongoing activities throughout the year, just as the work of ASALH has for 106 years steadily asserted both racial pride and the centrality of 
race and the Black experience to the American narrative and heritage.”

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Ken Block death History of Valentine’s DayMean Girls auditions
Famous rally driver Ken Block died on January 2, 
2023 as a result of a snowmobile accident. Block 
was known for his extensive rallying career, his 
automotive lifestyle brand Hoonigan, and other 
various motorsport feats and competitions. 

Block started rally racing in 2005. His first 
race was in a Subaru WRX STi for a Sno*Drift 
event. After a successful first season, Block was 
named Rookie of the Year in the Rally American 
Championship… continued on page 2

In the Fort Mill High School theater department, 
winter is ending. The cool temperatures are 
starting to hike back up, trees are re-growing their 
leaves, and our talented students at FMHS are 
getting ready to shine onstage again. The spring 
musical season has begun, and auditions are well 
underway as the theater department thaws out for 
the production of Mean Girls, The Musical. This 
year’s spring musical is a very special one… 
continued on page 4

The images that may come to mind when 
somebody says “Valentine's Day” are that of red 
roses, hearts and chocolate boxes, but many do not 
know the true history of the day. “I always thought 
it was just created for businesses to have another 
holiday to make a lot of money off of,” comments 
Fort Mill High School Carley Barnes. Besides 
being named after a Catholic saint, Valentine’s Day 
has been mostly separated from religious 
affiliations… continued on page 7



  2             In the News           2
Ken Block death
By: Lola Wachtel

Famous rally driver Ken Block died on January 2, 
2023 as a result of a snowmobile accident. Block was 
known for his extensive rallying career, his automotive 
lifestyle brand Hoonigan, and other various motorsport 
feats and competitions. 

Block started rally racing in 2005. His first race 
was in a Subaru WRX STi for a Sno*Drift event. After a 
successful first season, Block was named Rookie of the 
Year in the Rally American Championship. Continuing his 
career, he began racing at X Games, where he raced a total 
of 15 times over nine years. He finished in the top three 
five times. Five years into his career, Block became the 
first American driver to compete for the World Rally 
Championship with his own Monster World Rally Team. 
Ultimately, he finished in ninth place but went on to break 
the record of most consecutive wins for the Rally in the 
100 Acre Wood race that same year. Senior Landon 
Whitaker comments on Block’s career, saying “I think his 
best race was his 20th world rally championship race when 
he finished seventh.” In this race, he achieved his highest 
place finish and scored six points. The race was held in 
Mexico in 2013. 

The year before, Block rebranded his Monster 
World Rally Team to Hoonigan Racing Division after his 
partnership with Monster Energy ended. Hoonigan as a 
company started to grow throughout the YouTube 
community due to Block’s immensely popular Gymkhana 
series. The videos showcase jaw-dropping stunts, extreme 
courses and intense camerawork. Hoonigan itself describes 
it as “the viral video series that changed automotive 
filmmaking forever.” Whitaker says this series was his 
favorite part about Block’s career. 

Custom cars are another aspect of Hoonigan’s big 
personality as a company. One of the most popular models, 
Hoonicorn, is a black 1965 Ford Mustang adorned with 
Monster Energy logos and Block’s number, 43. Equipped 
with a 6-speed manual transmission, a hydraulic handbrake 
system and a custom twin turbo engine, it is reportedly 
capable of producing 1400 horsepower. Over the past 10 
years, Hoonigan has grown into an online racing 
community that is based on fooling around and having fun, 
which was Block’s legacy. 

Block left his mark all over the automotive 
community, making many special appearances. He was 
featured on Top Gear in 2016, tearing up smoke in his 
Hoonicorn on the streets of London. He also appeared on 
Motor Trend’s Ignition in 2017, whipping a Ford F-150 
Raptor around the Mojave Desert. Block even made a few 
cameos in video games. Throughout multiple versions of 
the Codemasters Dirt rally games, Block portrays himself 
as a driver and gymkhana teacher. A few of his cars made 
appearances as well, including the Subaru Rally Team 
USA Impreza and Ford Fiesta GYM 3. A few of Block’s 
Hoonigan cars can also be found in four versions of Forza.

Ken Block gave so much to the automotive and 
rally communities and his death comes as a shock. His 
impact reaches students at Fort Mill; Whitaker states that 
he was “in disbelief because of how sudden [Block’s 
death] was and that his career centers around doing the 
impossible.” We have lost a leader, a pioneer and a man 
who just loves cars. He will be deeply missed.

Racing, sneaker and media legend Ken 
Block died due to a snowmobile 
accident. He left behind an impressive 
legacy in motorsport.

Photo courtesy of Front Office Sports.

Federal minimum wage 

increase
By: Gracie Johnson

The increasing demand for workers in the food 
and retail industry has given employees the upper hand in 
negotiating better wages and benefits. For high school 
students, this means there are more opportunities to find 
enjoyable and well-paying jobs that allow for a flexible 
work schedule. Students in Fort Mill usually earn a salary 
range anywhere between 9 and 15 dollars an hour 
depending on the employer. Students in California, 
however, can expect a much higher average salary due to 
the staggering difference in state-issued minimum wage. 

In 2023, 27 states will experience a rise in 
minimum wage, nine of which are increasing the salary to 
$15 an hour. Only two of these states—Florida and 
Virginia—are a part of the south. Alabama, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Tennessee, and Texas all implement the federal 
minimum wage of $7.25, which cannot support a family of 

two above the poverty line. Many of these states, including 
South Carolina, have instituted preemption laws that 
prohibit local jurisdictions from raising their wages above 
the federal minimum. This prevents any counties or cities 
in southern regions from deviating from state issued law. 

Over the past decade, many movements have 
emerged to help change the stagnant wage level. In 2022, 
the “Fight For $15 '' movement gained popularity on a 
national level, encouraging California to pass the first 
legislation raising minimum wage to $15. Several other 
states followed in California's footsteps, while the 
movement continued advocating for change from coast to 
coast. 

There are several factors that explain why 
southern states have a lower minimum wage. Labor unions 
represent less than 10% of workers throughout the south, 
and less than 5% in North and South Carolina. The cost of 
living is also significantly lower in many parts of the 
south. However, the perceived gap between actual 
minimum wage and the need for a true “living wage” is 
still a prevalent concern and highly debated between state 
legislatures. “I hope that we get to see a change in the 
federal minimum wage within the next few years,” Fort 
Mill High School Senior Natalia Barrera says. “Especially 
for people like servers who work for tips and make below 
the minimum wage.”

A federal increase in minimum wage has been a 
long-standing topic of discussion in the House of 
Representatives over the past 13 years. As of now there are 
no jurisdictions in place that institute a set salary increase, 
though there are many bills floating through the legislative 
system that address the issue. While South Carolina may 
not be seeing a rise in minimum wage, the high demand 
for employees has largely helped decrease the poverty rate 
across the country. We have also seen improvement in the 
treatment of workers and benefits for lower paying jobs. 
Students should face little to no issues finding a 
well-paying job in Fort Mill willing to offer them future 
opportunities and benefits. 

The increasing demand for workers 
in the food and retail industry has 
given employees the upper hand in 
negotiating better wages and 
benefits, making more opportunities 
to find enjoyable and well-paying 
jobs.

Photo courtesy of Yahoo Finance.

Rising starry
By: Nick Fox

Starry, a lemon lime soda created by Pepsi, is 
Sprite’s new competition. With Starry arriving on the 
market Sierra Mist, Pepsi’s old lemon-lime soda, will be 
discontinued. As Sprite continues to produce plenty of 
income for Coca-Cola, Pepsi decided to try and step up its 
game. In a recent statement, Pepsi’s research showed that 
demand for lemon-lime flavored soda has never been 
greater.

Sierra Mist is a twenty-four-year-old brand that 
has failed to gain traction in comparison to its competitor, 
Sprite. According to a Bloomberg study, Sprite makes up 
seven percent of the soda market, while Sierra Mist only 
had 0.1 percent of the soda market. Prior to the 
discontinuing of Sierra Mist, they had a name change in 
2016 when it was briefly named Mist Twist until it was 
changed back two years later. 

Starry is already available in stores nationwide. It 
is caffeine-free and comes in both regular and zero sugar 
versions. Pepsi also made a new tagline for Starry: “Starry 
Hits Different.” This tagline goes hand-in-hand with a 
popular phrase that is used to describe McDonald’s Sprite. 
“Starry has higher citrus flavors that are true to fruit and 
more aromatic, which deliver a more balanced, cleaner 
crisp finish than Sierra Mist,” a Pepsi Co. representative 
announced. 

Greg Lyons, chief marketing officer at Pepsi, 
states, “With one product dominating the category, 
consumers deserve another option… one that hits 
different.” Pepsi is confident that their new lemon-lime 
drink will be an equal, or better, competitor for Sprite.

In attempts to appeal to a younger audience, Pepsi 
has created a bright and fun design for Starry’s packaging 
and cans. 

Starry will enact a number of marketing strategies 
to try and garner more customer interactions with the 
product. Alongside a nationally broadcasted commercial, 
Starry will also receive 360 digital and social content, and 
large scale sports, culture and entertainment partnerships. 
YouTube product reviewer Jason Mazurak tried Starry, 
7UP and Sprite. He noted limited differences between the 
sodas; however, he claims he would much rather have 
Starry or Sprite. 

He states that, if he were in an establishment that solely 
served Pepsi products, he would choose Starry, but Sprite 
just barely beat Starry in terms of flavor. 

When asked about whether or not he thinks Starry 
will ever beat Sprite, Fort Mill High School Sophomore 
Jack Simpson said, “No, because now, more than ever, 
people are buying brand name products for the sake of the 
brand name.”

With Pepsi acquiring a new lemon-lime soda, 
Sierra Mist is old news. The new crisp, cleaner, and more 
balanced Starry will take Sierra Mist’s spot in the Pepsi 
company. 

Starry, a lemon lime soda created by 
Pepsi, is Sprite’s new competition. With 
Starry arriving on the market Sierra Mist, 
Pepsi’s old lemon-lime soda, will be 
discontinued.

Photo courtesy of USA Today.

Panic! At The Disco 

disbands
By: Laura Slafka

“House of Memories”, a popular song by Panic! 
At the Disco summarizes the band's legacy, and what they 
will leave behind. Recently, lead singer of the band  
Brendon Urie took to Instagram to announce that Panic! 
At the Disco will be coming to an end after almost 19 
years of producing music. 

Under the band’s Instagram, @panicatthedisco, 
Urie posted a farewell message, sharing that his wife, 
Sarah Orzechowski, is pregnant and he will be ending the 
band to “focus on family.” He thanked his fans for the 
support that he has received over his career and shared that 
he is excited for the band’s final tour, which will take 
place in Europe during February and March. The band will 
officially break up after the tour ends.

Although Urie is the only remaining original 
member of the band, Panic! has an extensive history of 
band members and songs. The band formed in 2004 with 
Brent Wilson, Ryan Ross, Spencer Smith and Urie as the 
lead singer. According to We Got This Covered, the band 
originally started as Ross and Smith’s high school band, 
Pet Salamander. Brent Wilson joined the band as a bassist 
when the name was switched to The Summer League, and 
Urie joined the band soon after as a replacement for a 
previous member, Trevor Howell. The band name changed 
to Panic! At the Disco after Urie’s arrival. They then got a 
record deal with Fall Out Boy’s Pete Wentz and recorded 
A Fever You Can’t Sweat Out, the band’s first album. The 
band then underwent some lineup changes. Before the 
release of Panic!’s second album, Pretty. Odd., John 
Walker replaced Brent Wilson as bassist. After Pretty. 
Odd., Ross and Walker left Panic! to create their own 
band, The Young Veins. They released one album in 2010 
titled Take a Vacation!. After some personal conflicts and 
changes to members in the band, Urie was left as the last 
original member. 

Panic! At the Disco has created a lasting 
collection of albums. Along with A Fever You Can’t Sweat 
Out, Panic! has produced other popular albums such as 
Pray for the Wicked, Death of a Bachelor and Too Weird to 
Live, Too Rare to Die!. Some of the band’s most 
well-known songs are “High Hopes”, “Hey Look Ma, I 
Made It”, “Death of a Bachelor” and “I Write Sins Not 
Tragedies.” 

Although many fans are sad about the departure 
of Panic! from the music world, it is evident that there are 
mixed feelings. Underneath the post about the band’s split, 
many commenters shared their support for Urie and left 
bitter-sweet messages for the band, but others took the 
opportunity to express their happiness towards the band’s 
split. Students at Fort Mill High School also have their 
own feelings and opinions about the band’s breakup. 
Sophomore Isabella Herrera is neutral, stating that she was 
“never the biggest fan” and “just heard about [the 
breakup].”

Panic! At the Disco has had a long ride as a band. 
With many changes to members and controversies that 
have struck some of the bandmates, Panic! has made an 
impact on the music world. The band’s songs speak to 
many listeners, and their departure from the music world 
will be the end of an era.

Recently, lead singer of the 
band,  Brendon Urie, took to 
Instagram to announce that 
Panic! At the Disco will be 
coming to an end after 
almost 19 years of 
producing music. 

Photo courtesy of CNN.
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By: Lola Wachtel
Ram is arriving fashionably late to the 

electric truck scene with their new fully-electric 1500 
Revolution concept in tow. Unveiled at CES 2023, the 
concept aims to combine key features from other 
brands all into one sustainable, innovative and 
customer-focused machine.

Ram has some big shoes to fill as an electric 
truck competitor, but they’ve had plenty of time to 
grow into them. The Revolution concept is following 
the Ford F-150 Lightning, Rivian R1T, Chevrolet 
Silverado EV and possibly more contenders into the 
field for 2024 and beyond.  The Revolution is built on 
an STLA platform, which is a body-on-frame style. 
The platform includes a built-in battery pack, which 
makes the cabin especially spacious compared to 
current gas-powered trucks. So far, current specs from 
trucks already in production lie around the 300-400 
mile battery range and Ram is promising more. Exact 
numbers relating to performance and dimensions are 
not available.

 The Revolution concept might not have a 
powerful, growling engine, but it certainly is a truck 
lover’s truck. No engine in the front has freed up 
space for a frunk packed with special features, 
including a panel that connects the frunk to the cabin. 
This “tunnel” can be extended to the bed of the truck 
using the midgate and totals at 18 feet long. If cutting 
out cabin space is not your jam, you can extend the 
bed the other direction. The two-fold tailgate has 
panels that fold out to form a makeshift tailgate while 
the bed floor extends forward. Ram says it can be 
used as extra work space or for hauling. Additionally, 
the truck utilizes Ram’s RamBox cargo space above 
the rear fenders. The current Ram 1500 model has 
RamBoxes as well, but not as advanced; the 
Revolution has a 2-tier design that encompasses the 
entire rear quarter.

As for the interior, it is as high-tech as you 
can expect. Accented by ambient cabin lighting, the 
fully glass roof is capable of changing the amount of 
sunlight let in. There are two mounted touch screens 
that make up the entertainment system, one of which 
is removable and can be used for integrated functions 
around the vehicle. The steering wheel is shaped in a 
racing-style oval and folds away when the 
semi-autonomous driving system is used in order to 
maximize space. The two rows of seats are fixed on a 
rail, allowing cabin space to be customized. A row of 
jump seats mounted on the midgate can be used when 
the second row is moved up. Not to mention saloon 
doors that open up to the cabin.

Arguably the coolest, most original feature of this 
concept truck is Shadow mode. Using voice activated 
cameras and sensors around the vehicle, the Ram 
Revolution will follow the driver, navigating obstacles and 
maintaining a safe speed all on its own. Motor Trend 
describes the truck as a “huge robot puppy”, which does 
not sound too far off.
Unfortunately, not all of these futuristic advancements will 
make the final cut. The actual production-ready Ram 1500 
Revolution will be revealed later this year.

The new Ram revolution concept showcases cutting-edge 
technology such as Shadow mode and semi-autonomous driving 
capabilities. Expect the final model to be released in late 2023.

Photo courtesy of Ram.

Famous libraries:
Bibliothèque Nationale 
de France
By: Laura Slafka

Libraries around the world all have distinct 
differences that make them unique; whether it be the 
architectural style, the contents of the library or the 
historical context surrounding both of these attributes. 
One French library in particular embodies all of these 
characteristics as a grand center of literature, artistic 
history and learning: the Bibliothèque Nationale de 
France. 

The Bibliothèque Nationale de France, or the 
National Library of France, is found in Paris, France on 
Rue de Richelieu and is open to both locals and tourists 
who wish to experience the library’s beauty. According to 
Brittanica, the Bibliothèque Nationale de France was 
superseded by a line of other libraries. The first library in 
France, the Bibliothèque du Roi or “King’s Library,” was 
created in the Louvre during Charles V’s rule of 1360 
through 1380. This library disassembled, but another 
library was created around 100 years later by Louis XI. 
This new library was then moved to Fontainebleau by 
Francis I. After moving to Paris into Rue de Richelieu and 
undergoing many renovations and expansions, the library 
stood, and still stands today, as the Bibliothèque Nationale 
de France.  

The architecture of this building highlights the 
style of late 18th century France. The inside of the 
bibliothèque houses grand arches that scoop up the ceiling 
and connect down to the floor through pillars. The arches 
have a neutral, cream color and sky-lights cast the 
beautiful, colorful books in sunlight. The pillared room 
emcompasses the entrance to the library, and as one 
explores further, they can find many other rooms such as 
the reading room, which consists of long tables 
surrounded by a grand, towering wall of books and an 
enormous skylight. 

As far as uniqueness goes for this library, The 
Bibliothèque Nationale de France has a specific example 
that stands out: there’s two locations. The more widely 
known one is located on Rue de Richelieu and the other, 
created by Dominique Perrault,  is located on the Seine 
River. It was built in 1995 after the original Bibliothèque 
Nationale de France could no longer fit all of its literature 
in the original location. The newer location showcases far 
more modern architecture; Perrault used four buildings to 
surround an open square. It has two main entrances, in the 
east and west. This Bibliothèque has “more than 
12,000,000 printed books”, according to Britannica, as 
well as periodicals and magazines. One can visit 
www.bnf.fr to check out some of the items and materials 
found in the library, as well as take a virtual tour of the art. 

The Bibliothèque Nationale de France is rich in 
history. Its entire structure on Rue de Richelieu is a great 
ornate style that makes for a great place to study and read. 
The creation of this set of structures and centers shows the 
value of teamwork and collaboration. What started as a 
collection of texts in the Louvre turned into a collection of 
structures to house the literature of France and its history. 

The Bibliothèque Nationale de France is a descendant of many 
other famous libraries in France. It has two locations, one on Rue de 
Richelieu and another on the Seine River.

Photo courtesy of Jean-Christophe Ballot.

By: Audrey Miller
There is always that moment in one’s life, that 

snap of the fingers realization, where one falls in love. 
When a person looks across the table at their partner, 
smiles, and knows with their entire being that they wish to 
spend the rest of their lives together. This is true for the 
people of today, of last year, of the last decade, of the last 
century, even for the people of ancient Greece, where love 
took the physical form of gods.

Out of every aspect of Greek 
culture—their literature, language, government, military, 
philosophy--their mythology, the very gods they believed 
in, is arguably the most well known in today’s society. 
Though this ancient mythology is still studied, it is often 
misconstrued by the people of modern day. Despite this, it 
is still important to dig deep into the past and see how 
these mythological beings connect with the future. With a 
smooth transition into February, a month containing the 
holiday Valentine’s Day, it’s only fitting that the love gods 
Aphrodite and Eros receive the spotlight.

In Greek myth, there are twelve main gods and 
goddesses who sit atop Mount Olympus. One of the most 
notable of the twelve is the goddess of love and beauty: 
Aphrodite. There are many versions of her birth, but the 
most widely-known tale comes from Hesiod’s Theogeny. 
According to the legend, Aphrodite was born from sea 
foam; even her name “aphros” means “foam” in Greek. 
Homer’s Iliad proposed another popular interpretation 
claiming she is the daughter of Zeus and his consort, 
Dione. Aphrodite is later wed to Hephaestus, the god of 
fire, though she did not love him. In one interpretation, she 
was forced to marry the god because of an arrangement 
made with Zeus. He proclaimed that any god who was 
able to bring Hephaestus to Olympus to free Hera from her 
golden throne would be destined for Aphrodite. 
Hephaestus, arriving on his own accord, was then 
promised her, though the goddess only initially agreed in 
hopes of wedding Ares, the god of war. In Homer’s 
version, their marriage ends in divorce due to Aphrodite’s 
continuing feelings for Ares.

Aphrodite has many children, most of 
which she shares with Ares and other mortals. Eros, the 
god of love, is one of the most notable of Aphrodite’s 
children, though there are some tales that say he is the son 
of Chaos. There are many myths surrounding Eros, but the 
legend of his love for Psyche is by far the most significant. 
The god fell in love with the mortal despite being sent by a 
jealous Aphrodite to force her to fall in love with a 
horrible being. He took her to be his wife but left in 
betrayal when she looked upon his face. In the end, Eros 
saves his love from a trap sprung by Aphrodite and the two 
wed, being one of the few couples in Greek myth to have a 
happy ending.

“I find it strange that the condition was 
to not look at him,” says FMHS Senior Megan Jafarace, 
“but I find it even stranger she was still able to have a 
happy ending despite breaking the condition. Typically in 
historical stories, someone is punished for breaking a rule. 
Maybe this is more of an ideal that everyone makes 
mistakes sometimes.”

Depictions of Eros vary, but he was usually 
described as mischievous and drawn childlike with wings. 
He was later portrayed as an infant during the Hellenistic 
period, which is still prevalent today. This image of a 
young child with beautiful white wings and a bow and 
arrow is not one lost to time. This symbol of love is often 
found around Valentine’s Day, which is no coincidence. 
Though the name “Eros” may be unfamiliar to some, the 
god’s Roman variant, Cupid, should be much more 
recognizable.

having a strong connection to the goddess of love, they 
have become a permanent symbol for the renowned 
holiday.

Thousands of years ago, the ancient Greeks 
looked upon their gods of love to guide them through 
their journey. Now, the people of today look upon 
magazines from the local grocery store. But who knows, 
maybe Aphrodite really does look over a lonely soul's 
shoulder and points them in the right direction. Maybe 
all it takes is a shove and an arrow to the heart from Eros 
to find the person one is meant to be with. Whether or 
not one believes in gods or goddesses of the likes, it is 
clear these two symbols of love have a huge influence on 
the cherished holiday, Valentine’s Day.

Eros is not the only god with ties to Valentine’s 
Day. Aphrodite is often associated with gorgeous white 
doves, a notion not lost in today’s era. In the Middle Ages, 
there was a surprisingly popular belief that birds mate on 
or around Valentine’s Day. Due to doves already 
dfghjklkjk
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Aphrodite, the goddess of 
love, is one of the most 
well-known gods of Greek 
mythology, though most 
people do not know that her 
son, Eros, is also a god of 
love. Both deities are often 
symbols of the beloved 
holiday, Valentine’s Day.
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Look for the hidden Yellow Jacket 
and report its location to Mr. Kivett 
(B213). The first 5 to report will get a 
piece of candy. 

* Actual Size

The 2024 Fort Mill High School fall season will bring about an exciting new addition to sports: boys volleyball. After years of pushing for the 
program, the athletic department has finally confirmed that the first FMHS boys volleyball team will begin practicing this upcoming August. For any 
potential players who missed the interest meeting held on February 3, here's everything you need to know about the team.

Despite its growing popularity as a co-ed sport, this is only the second year that boys volleyball will be played on a competitive level in South 
Carolina schools. As of 2022, there were 41 high school teams across the state. As interest continues to grow and more potential members are exposed 
to the sport, the number is expected to rise going into the fall season. 

Boys volleyball is sanctioned by the South Carolina High School League (SCHL); therefore, it will be competed on a varsity level. Similar to 
girls, boys volleyball will compete with teams across the state to play in region and state championships. Their season will take place in the fall, 
meaning tryouts will be held near the end of July. Practices are expected to take place within the first week of August to prepare for pre-season 
scrimmages and tournaments. Potential members should also expect off-season workouts to take place during the summer. 

The boys volleyball program has already sparked interest among many Fort Mill students. “I am actually really interested in volleyball,” 
Junior Logan Shope claimed. “I would want to try out as a setter because I think I have really good hand-eye coordination.” The program is in search 
of all players with versatility and confidence to conquer any position they are thrown into on the court. Junior Joey Curtis believes he would, “actually 
be really good at spiking the ball,” and is “definitely looking forward to tryouts next school year.”

Moving aside to share the spotlight, many members of the girls volleyball team have thoughts on the beginning of the program. “I have mixed 
emotions about the team,” claimed Nyla Snipes, Junior and previous middle hitter on the FMHS girls varsity volleyball team. “If they take it seriously, 
then I think it could be really fun and open up more opportunities for guys who are really interested in playing.” While the two teams will most likely 
practice in separate gyms, Snipes hopes that the two teams will be able to collaborate. “It would actually be really fun if we could scrimmage them 
during practices for some good competition.”

As of right now, the coaching position is still in the interview process, and there is not complete certainty on what other schools will adopt the 
boys program. The regional opponents will be determined based on which surrounding schools establish teams. Therefore, the boys team can only hope 
they will receive some good competition to play this upcoming school year. 

Mean Girls, The Musical, which is based on the original movie, is written and created by Tina Fey, Jeff Richmond and Neil Benjamin. It follows the life of the Plastics, Regina 
George, Karen Smith and Gretchen Weiners as well as the new student to their school who moved from Africa, Cady Heron. The musical follows Cady’s life as she navigates her way 
through high school in America, and starts to change as she becomes one of the Plastics. The FMHS production of Mean Girls will be the slightly more appropriate high school version of 
the musical, with some of the more scandalous scenes and songs being modified to make the show fit for a younger audience. 

The title of the musical stands strong: the characters are in fact very mean and conniving towards each other, which leads to very funny scenes and songs as characters describe 
their dislike for one another. Mean Girls has a terrific soundtrack, full of fast-paced songs with powerful singers, including “Meet the Plastics”, “Apex Predator”, and “Revenge Party.” The 
soundtrack is around one hour and seven minutes, consisting of twenty-one songs and various reprises. The original Broadway musical has a runtime close to two hours and thirty minutes, 
and has a fifteen minute intermission in between two acts. 

Many students and staff members at FMHS have already expressed their excitement for the upcoming auditions and rehearsals for the musical.  Mr. Clark, director of the spring 
musical and theater teacher at FMHS shared his feelings on what he is looking forward to for Mean Girls: “To me, the most exciting thing is having sixty to seventy students working on a 
collaborative project together.” Auditions for the musical occurred during January 9-11th, with the 11th being a dance audition. Patrick Chea, Sophomore at FMHS, offered advice for those 
auditioning: “Be confident, it won’t go as bad as you think it will.” 

Mean Girls, The Musical is packed with lessons on drama, self-discovery and finding people with whom you feel like you belong.. There are many aspects of high school life that 
are romanticized in a unique way. The title of the musical stands strong: the characters are in fact very mean and conniving towards each other, which leads to very comedic scenes and 
songs as characters describe their dislike for one another. The lessons being taught in this musical, coupled with moments of comedy, will be very exciting to see on stage, performed by the 
talented students at FMHS. The musical will be performed on March 23rd through March 25th in the main auditorium, with a middle school matinee on the 23rd and two performances on 
the 25th. Tickets for the show will be available on GoFan.com. 

Kicking up dirt on the track and swinging shots here at Fort Mill is Junior Remington Clark. A well- known cyclist and tennis 
player, Clark likes to tackle all terrains. Clark states that he has been involved in both sports since he was little but started competing a few 
years ago.

When asked why he made the switch from biking for fun to competitive mountain biking, Clark says, “I saw a bunch of my 
friends racing and decided I would try it out. Once I got to the finish line of the first race, I knew I was going to do more.” He started on the 
Catawba Ridge Riders NICA team, which he explains is a basic introduction to the sport. Recently, Clark had the opportunity to join 
Freefly, a high-level cycling team in Charlotte. He says he loves competitive racing because he’s “always looking for the next person to 
pass and always shooting for a higher position.”

Clark focuses on mountain biking in the fall when the season is in full gear. “It’s not too hot and there's still light after school,” 
Clark comments about ideal weather conditions. During the spring, he plays for the Fort Mill High School tennis team, although he “[tries] 
to get out on the trail on the weekends and ride the trainer during the week to keep [his] endurance.”

As for tennis, Clark appreciates that anyone can play; he adds, “I play all the time with my friends who have never touched a 
racket and still have a good time.” He has played for FMHS since 2018.

Spring is a time of new beginnings and many sports such as baseball, softball, soccer, lacrosse, golf, tennis and track are springing into 
action. A lot of recreational leagues throughout communities and parks host spring sports to encourage people to get active outside of school. 
Sports can teach discipline, coordination, teamwork and so much more. Kids can benefit from partaking in sports, and sports enthusiasts enjoy 
watching the spring season sports as well.

With winter sports melting away, it’s about time for spring games to come into play. The spring sports season usually lasts from early 
into the new year until mid–May, many teams start practicing in January and then have their first games early to mid–February. 

Sports are always a fun way to get involved with other people and they are a great way to add some competition into a good time. 
Additionally, sports are a good way to keep kids active and busy instead of having them sit inside.

For Fort Mill High School, games are on the way and  fast. FMHS Boys lacrosse has their first game on February 22nd while girls 
lacrosse has their first game on February 27th. FMHS softball’s first game is on February 18th and baseball’s first game is on February 20th 
Boys soccer has their first game on February 9th and girls soccer has their first game on February 17th. 

Spring sports don’t usually have tryouts until late January, so there is still some time to tryout and play a sport. There are many reasons 
as to why playing spring sports is a good idea. By playing sports in early spring, one is able to train harder and improve their general fitness. 
They are great for general skill development and offer a great opportunity to improve skills. However, they also require work to be put in as 
training is needed to improve physical fitness. There are many great sports to start in the spring and it’s easy to find one that fits considering how 
many options there are. 

For winter sports, the end is near. Boys basketball’s last regular season game is on February 10th and girls basketball's last regular 
season game is on February 10th as well. The best moments of the boys season were their four game win streak against Indian Land, River Bluff, 
Union County and Hillcrest and a game against Spring Valley in which they won 70-37, nearly doubling their score. The girls season started off 
good going 6-5, then they went on an 8 game losing streak. Some of the basketball players had some notes on their season, Senior Michael 
Parrish said, “It hasn’t started off the greatest, but we still have time to pick it up. Region teams are definitely our biggest competition because 
those games decide where we are in the playoffs. We have a couple guys who have been playing together and a few new guys, we just have to 
get used to playing with each other again, my motto is, big team little me” 

The NAHS is a nation-wide program for students with a knack for art of all kinds, and FMHS has proudly offered the club for the past four years. Lorelei 
Sullivan, a Senior at FMHS and the President of Fort Mill’s own chapter, describes it as “...a community service-based art club” where they “...use the arts to 
benefit those around [them.]” Students who wish to join can expect a wide variety of projects such as “making murals for schools and businesses, creating journals 
for attention homes, and selling crafts to raise funds to cover fees for FMHS art students.”For the past three years, the NAHS proudly participated in Fort Mill’s 
annual “Scarecrow Crawl” with a marvelous depiction of Mona Lisa, better known as “Crow-na Lisa.” According to Sullivan, this semester will be a bit different. 
The club will be focused more on fun, intriguing projects instead of charity based since they raised “more money than any previous year” this past semester. So 
far, confirmed projects include a mural for Olive’s Mud Puddle, a coffee shop fused with an art gallery on Main Street in downtown Fort Mill as well as a few 
fundraisers. Some hopeful plans for Sullivan are a paint-and-sip for FMHS staff and a club field trip to the Mint Museum in uptown Charlotte.

For those who adore the visual arts but are also looking to build a suitable resume for higher education, look no further—the NAHS is perfect for students 
who wish to make the most of their art careers. Fort Mill High School hosts an annual art show for club members during their induction ceremony around April, 
giving a chance for students to showcase their beautiful pieces. Not only that, but many members are able to feature their favorite piece in the National Art Honors 
Society’s annual newsletter, a collection of student artwork from different high schools as well as information surrounding chapters and award winners. Truly 
passionate artists interested in leadership opportunities can also work their way towards higher positions in the club.

Get in Loser, we’re going to the 
By: Laura Slafka
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Calling all 
writers, 

photographers 
and artists!

The FMHS Literary Magazine is 
looking for literary and artistic work 
to showcase in its 2023 publication.

All work can be shared via the staff 
email: litmagfmhs@gmail.com 

For more information, check out our 
Instagram page: @fmhs.litmag

In the Fort Mill High School theater department, winter is ending. The cool 
temperatures are starting to hike back up, trees are re-growing their leaves, and our 
talented students at FMHS are getting ready to shine onstage again. The spring 
musical season has begun, and auditions are well underway as the theater department 

The Fort Mill Theater Department is excited 
to announce the production of Mean Girls 
for the 2023 Musical. 
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thaws out for the production of Mean Girls, The Musical. This year’s spring musical is a very special 
one: according to Musical Theater International, FMHS will be one of the first high schools in the 
United States and Canada to produce Mean Girls. 

While you may have missed the interest meeting, 
there is still a chance to join the boys volleyball team. 
Tryouts are going to be held during the first week of 
August.

Photo Courtesy of Gracie Johnson.

Soccer, lacrosse, track, baseball, and 
softball are all ready to begin the new 
spring season!

Photo Courtesy of (from top left to 
bottom right):
@fortmillbaseball
@fmhs.girlssoccer
@Indycoston
@fmhsjackets

Although he enjoys both sports, Clark admits that mountain biking is his favorite: “There is something satisfying when you put all this time into training and it all pays off, getting that podium finish.” In 
2022, Clark finished fifth in the state in his category for NICA and received fourth place in a remarkable six-hour race at Anne Springs. He has daring goals for the future and is aiming to go to nationals this summer 
for mountain biking. He admits he wants to see “how he stacks up to the rest of the United States.” In 2024, Clark also plans to complete a 100-mile mountain bike race in Leadville, Colorado.

Mountain biking is a rigorous sport and requires hard work and training. Clark says that  cycling helps him develop endurance while tennis helps him develop strength. He adds, “When you put them together, 
each sport helps the other.”

Other than the physical aspect, Clark believes biking has positively affected his social life: “I have met tons of people at races and events. When you are at races with 1,000 plus participants, you meet lots of 
people and get lots of good connections.” In fact, Clark has received multiple sponsors through the people he meets at races.

After high school, Clark plans to continue both sports. He states he will most likely play for his college club tennis team and continue with his Freefly team. 

“I became President by being nominated and elected by the club members after 
serving as Vice President and secretary in previous years,” explains Sullivan. “I work with 
the other officers to plan, organize, and arrange meetings and service opportunities. I also get 
to lead every meeting, which is an incredibly fun honor.”

The club meets in Mrs. Lucarelli’s, the club sponsor, room every first and third 
Friday of the month during FLEX. There are also scheduled meetings every other Thursday 
and multiple service opportunities that take place outside of school hours.

For those who find passion in the arts and wish to give back to the community, the 
NAHS is currently looking for new members. To join, one must be a FMHS student, have a 
3.0 GPA and have taken at least one art class, of which they need at least a 90. The club does 
have a fee of 15 dollars per year. Contact Mrs. Lucarelli if this sketches your interest.

“Anybody who is interested in the arts should join,” says Sullivan. “It’s a really 
welcoming environment, and spending time around people with similar interests while 
simultaneously serving our community always makes our meetings really enjoyable.”

With a new year comes a new semester—and what better way to start it off than 
joining clubs! After a jam-packed first semester, one of Fort Mill’s most well-known clubs is 
already preparing to kick-start the year with paint brushes in hand: the National Art Honors 
Society.

An active cyclist and 
member of the tennis 
team, Remington Clark 
is nothing short of a 
stellar athlete. His 
future undoubtedly 
holds many 
opportunities for 
greatness. 

Photo courtesy of 
Remington Clark.

Student Spotlight: Remington Clark

NAHS club 
president Lorelei 
Sullivan at the 
clubs Induction 
Ceremony last 
April. For further 
information on 
NAHS you can 
contact Sullivan 
or visit Mrs. 
Lucarelli's room. 
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Loudspeaker 
wants YOU to 

draw us a 
comic strip!

Illustrate a short 
original comic and 

submit a high quality 
photo or scan to 

litmagfmhs@gmail.co
m. Please submit your 
comic by March 1. The 
artist will be credited 

with their artwork.
(For inspiration check 
out Garfield or Calvin 

& Hobbes)

Spring sports season is always a 
popular time to start new sports. Spring is a 
great time to play or watch sports and get 
active. Spring sports are always exciting 
and this season of sports will more than 
likely be exciting as well.
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You can argue that it takes one conversation 
to figure out whether you want to spend the rest of 
your life 
with someone. It took one greeting to convince 
Prince Harry he would marry his future wife Megan, 
a simple conversation that made Natalie Portman 
gawk over Benjamin Millipied, and a simple glance 
in John Krasinski’s direction that made Emily Blunt 
fall in love. Despite their compelling stories, I doubt 
the reliability of anyone who fell entirely in love after 
one interaction.  There is only so much information 
that one conversation can provide; their words may 
sound captivating at the time, but you may have just 
been attracted to a staged persona. 

which allows the mind to use a positive impression of 
a person in one area to positively influence one's 
opinion or feelings in other areas. This can trick the 
brain into thinking you have met the perfect partner, 
despite only knowing the surface level of their 
personality. 

To discover whether or not we are capable 
of developing deep emotional attachments within 
such a short frame of time, several experiments have 
been conducted through observation and study of 
human interactions. According to a study published 
in the journal Personal Relationships, after 
undergoing several rounds of a speed dating exercise, 
none of the participants claimed experiencing love at 
first sight. Similar results occurred with a group of 
396 students who were told to record their reactions 
upon viewing pictures of random strangers. What 
most couples are really experiencing when they claim 
they felt love at first sight is a projection of current 
feelings onto past memories. 

Love is not a word that should be 
vicariously thrown around. To love someone is to 
have unconditional trust, understanding and 
commitment towards their wellbeing. This 
connection can only be developed through quality 
time spent through the ups and downs of life 
together. It is not, however, created through eye 
contact. 

Love at first sight is not 
real
By: Gracie Johnson

Every February, blossoming couples and 
everlasting sweethearts all rejoice in the spirit of love. 
Every couple has their own origin story; whether they 
were high school sweethearts or a matching pair on a 
dating app. Some couples may even claim that they fell 
in love the first time they gazed into each other's eyes. 
Unfortunately (not  to burst the love bubble), this 
misconception is frankly a fantasy. 

There is an evident difference between a 
feeling of attraction and a feeling of love. A person's 
physical appearance does not have the ability to 
constitute instant love. For all you know, you may have 
just made eye contact with an ex-felon or runaway 
criminal. While you can develop a liking for someone 
solely based on appearance, you are far from being in 
love.

 6              Opinions              6 
Fanfic is a legitimate 
form of literature 
By: Lola Wachtel

So you’ve read a new book and you hate the 
ending… what do you do? Most likely, you create a new 
version in your head that satisfies your need for a happy 
ending. What if I told you that someone might have 
already done that and written it down, posted it on a free 
website, and tagged it accordingly so it is easy to find? 
Surrender yourself to the wonders of fanfiction. Some 
might call it stupid and fangirl-ish, but I call it literature.

Let’s start with the basics. Fanfiction means 
quite literally what it sounds like--fans of popular books, 
movies, television shows and more, writing their own 
creative fiction based on said pieces of media. Usually 
fanfiction adds to storylines established by the original 
creator (author, director, etc), but they can also include the 
introduction of new storylines, custom characters, 
alternate universes and classic tropes. Essentially, it takes 
multiple types of media to another level.

Fanfic writers are capable of great things, for 
example: putting favorite characters into more interesting, 
dynamic and (wanted) scenes that readers haven’t seen 
from the original creator. Aside from popular scenarios 
that appeal to readers, fanfiction can also explore 
relationships. New, old and original characters created by 
the fanfic writer get thrown together in an endless 
combination of association that some readers yearn to see 
in the original media. 

approximately the length of War and Peace. Fics that long 
are usually broken into parts or chapters. Good fics have 
chapters packed with action, romance, emotion and 
suspense that leave you itching for the next update. Fics 
that have a complicated but well-written plot sometimes 
go through a similar editing process as published authors, 
which has been dubbed “beta reading.” Beta reading is 
when another knowledgeable writer reads through the 
story before it is posted and gives feedback and 
corrections to the fic writer. Beta reading allows the fic to 
have less mistakes, big or small, and adds to the 
credibility of the writing. If a work has strong 
characteristics and somewhat of an editing process, why 
would it not be real literature? 

Although not officially, fanfic writers (and their 
beta readers) are creating new, enjoyable content that 
builds on the established work of others. Fanfiction is a 
way for writers to express themselves without dealing 
with the long, tumultuous process of publishing a novel. It 
allows you to take control of your narrative, both literally 
and literature-ly. It has a widespread reach and influence 
across multitudes of websites, franchises and even nations 
and deserves to be recognized for what it is: a legitimate 
form of literature. 

English is just as 
important as math
By: Audrey Miller

It is a universally accepted truth that 
academia is separated into two sides: those who 
prefer English and those who prefer math. There are 
people destined for literary glory and there are those 
who dream of reaching mathematical heights. 
They’re two completely different fields and yet, 
they’re still both equally significant. Some people, 
however, may try to argue that math is more 
important than English, which I find to be utterly 
incorrect.

It is important to know what I consider to 
be “English.” I don’t just mean the written language 
(though its importance is indisputable), the history of 
literary innovation is also included. How did human 
civilization evolve from the ancient Sumerians’ The 
Epic of Gilgamesh to the postmodernism works of 
today? How did the literature of ancient, medieval, 
colonial, industrial times reflect its people and its 
culture? We’re the people we are today because of 
written language and storytelling. Many students of 
this generation seem to dread English class, citing 
that the assigned novels are “boring” or that they 
would “enjoy it if they were reading it for fun,” 
which I will admit, I am guilty of.

 

Still, even if these classics are difficult to comprehend, 
they’re still important in understanding human life. 
Writing is just a different way of speaking, of talking, of 
telling--when someone can’t say something out loud, they 
tend to write it down. There are plenty of moments in 
human history where authors took what they couldn’t say 
out loud and dipped it in ink (a possible case of cowardice 
or a possible case of valor.) Political pieces that could lead 
to arrest or execution, societal call-outs by POC, women 
and queer activists, deep character studies that dive into 
the human psyche… and these only breach the surface! 
Literature is one of the closest studies into the mind of an 
individual we’ll ever experience--writers have practically 
graced us with their creative process! They left the key to 
their front door on the doormat, gave us all the pieces to 
the puzzle, laid out their own vulnerabilities for us to 
gawk at, for us to study. Emily Bronte’s Wuthering 
Heights discusses her thoughts on soft versus passionate 
love while Charles Dickens highlights the shame that 
comes with money in Great Expectations. Osamu Dazai’s 
No Longer Human is an almost direct look into his life 
through his own eyes, something we could never 
experience if he just spoke it aloud. The unsaid can almost 
always be found printed on paper, and to ignore it would 
erase centuries of human experience and existence.

Literature is not just a peek into the mind but 
also a doorway to civilization. Different cultures breed 
different experiences, and the literary works born from 
these cultures are perfect introductions into the lives of 
their people. British literature is vastly different from 
American literature, but it’s a shame we are rarely 
exposed to anything outside of that bubble. Unless 
pursued, Latin American, Asian, African, Russian and 
more culturally significant works are left untouched by 
students in the United States. It’s important not just to 
learn about the societal, political and personal impacts of 
people similar to us but to dip our toes in the cultural 
pond every once in a while.

To say otherwise would be blatantly 
ignorant--you cannot use literature to solve a chemical 
imbalance problem. I am not claiming English is more 
important than math--I am only here to prove that it is its 
equal. One is not more impactful than the other; if one 
were to be lost, humanity may lose its ability to evolve.

However, it’s important to remember that 
English still plays a vital role in math and science. 
Research does not suddenly pop out of thin air--there are 
hundreds of thousands of papers written about medical, 
technological and biological advances. The Hippocratic 
Corpus is an example of notable works detailing medical 
ideas and practices, and there are plenty others like it that 
have been written since ancient Greece up to today. How 
to write is not the same as learning to write, and 
convincing people that these advances mean something 
does not come easy. Rhetoric has its roots buried deep in 
all forms of writing whether it be intellectual research, 
political speeches or creative literature. Without learning 
language structure and its influences on human opinion, 
some of the greatest discoveries may have never gained 
traction.

English is not something to be ignored; human 
history and the scientific advancement of society both rely 
on it. It’s indisputable that math plays a vital role in our 
past and present, but claiming it is somehow more 
important than English would be dismissing centuries of 
human thought and experiences.

  As for the length, 
structure and quality of 
fanfiction, that’s another 
story (get it?). Generally, 
the length of fanfiction 
varies widely in terms of 
word count. Some fics can 
be around 5,000 words, 
which is approximately 
the length of a short story.  
Other fics can be around 
500,000 words, which is

Photo courtesy of Gracie 
Johnson

Just as you should never 
judge a book by its cover, 
you should never assume the 
personality of a person based 
on their looks. It's easy to 
characterize a person based 
on the broad information 
you may have gathered 
about them in a short period 
of time. If you like what you 
see, then your brain will 
subconsciously start 
attaching other positive 
details to their character. 
This psychological tendency 
is known as  the halo effect, 

In the math versus English 
debate, it’s brought up that, 
though literature has 
historical influence, it 
doesn’t compare to the 
technological and medical 
advances paved by 
mathematics. I am not here 
to dispute this; in fact, I do 
agree that math plays an 
essential role in societal 
progression.
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Pets can increase productivity. Pets help manage anxiety. 
Pets can help you be more active. Pets provide a sense of 
togetherness.”

FMHS Sophomore Liam Manale states, “I talk to 
my dog sometimes when I feel like it, and he usually seems 
pretty happy when I do.” Pets won’t understand most of the 
things their owners are saying when you talk to them. 

One thing they will understand is your body 
language while you’re talking to them. If you’re excited the 
animal will be excited, and if a pet owner is sad, it could try 
to cuddle up to their human or follow you around.   wdiheiiii

 7        Health and lifestyles        7            
Pilates
By: Gracie Johnson

Over the past few years, several trends have 
surfaced on the infamous social media app TikTok. Many 
users of the app can agree that there are different “sides” of 
TikTok that produce different forms of content based on the 
discretion of viewers. One of the most popular trends on the 
“fitness side” of TikTok is a form of exercise known as 
pilates. 

Pilates is often referred to as a combination of yoga 
and strength training, involving the exercise of both the 
mind and body. Pilates exercises can be performed on a yoga 
mat or any other form of equipment that promotes strength 
and flexibility. Using intricate techniques and relaxation of 
the mind, pilates can allow a person to cultivate total 
awareness and control of their body. The most common 
pilates exercises target the powerhouse muscles of the body, 
including glutes, hips, lower back and core. The 
strengthening of these muscles not only contributes to 
greater overall health but improves posture, balance and 
flexibility. 

An important aspect of pilates is tranquility. Many 
of the exercises encourage deep conscious breathing and a 
clear and open mindset. Often one of the biggest struggles 
with pilates is attempting to maintain relaxation while 
engaging in challenging exercises. “I took a class at Club 
Pilates, and it was actually a lot more challenging than I 
thought,” Fort Mill High School Junior Lily Shia shared. “It 
was a super tough workout, but I would still definitely 
recommend it to a friend.”

Because pilates is considered a low-impact 
exercise, its effectiveness with weight loss and muscle 
toning has been questioned. According to medical 
professionals, pilates is not as beneficial for calorie burning 
as cardio or weight training. However, when used in 
combination with other forms of exercise, one can receive a 
stronger physique while still improving posture, decreasing 
back pains, increasing flexibility and experiencing enhanced 
bodily awareness. Pilates is also known to boost immunity 
due to improved blood circulation, which can also enhance 
cognitive function. 

Pilates is a very convenient form of exercise, which 
has contributed to its rise in popularity. While one can use 
equipment, pilates doesn't require the use of any weights or 
machines. It can also be performed in the comfort of one's 
own home, or any area with an open space. TikTok and 
Youtube provide a wide assortment of different pilates 
videos for both beginners and more experienced individuals. 
Several pilates studios have popped up in and around Fort 
Mill, including Club Pilates, Pilates Cure and BK Pilates. 
There are no special requirements or distinctive 
characteristics required to partake in pilates, therefore it is 
easy to  pick it up as a new, beneficial hobby. 

Destigmatization of 
ADHD/ Autism 
By: Lola Wachtel

Autism and attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD) are both very stigmatized conditions. Ever know 
someone neurodivergent? What were you taught to think 
about them and what did you really know?

Myth: autism and ADHD can be cured. Fact: these 
“conditions” fall under the neurodiversity spectrum, which 
is a spectrum that encompasses different ways that the 
human brain works. For example, autistic people can 
struggle with interpreting social cues while people with 
ADHD can struggle with having a short attention span and a 
poor working memory. Neurotypical people can also 
struggle with these things as well, but not typically as often 
or severe. Autism and ADHD are labels used in order to 
categorize the human brain. They do not mean “less” or 
“stupid” or “incapable” or “diseased.” They mean 
“different.”

Myth: autism and ADHD mainly occur in young, 
white males. Fact: research around these conditions have 
centered on this specific demographic partly due to racial, 
financial and societal inequities, which result in other 
demographics being undiagnosed/misrepresented. For 
example, autism and ADHD tend to show up differently in 
girls. Autistic girls tend to have different interests compared 
to those of stereotypical autistic boys and they mask their 
behavior more often. According to the National Autistic 
Society, masking is defined as “suppressing certain 
behaviors [autistic people] find soothing but that others 
think are ‘weird’, such as stimming or intense interests.” 
Masking can also refer to copying the behavior of others and 
coming up with “social scripts” in order to try to blend in.  
dfghjksdfghj

Because masking is done to “hide” autism, it is harder to 
diagnose individuals who frequently do it, hence why girls 
can be overlooked when it comes to the condition.

There is also a racial difference in diagnosing 
and treatment. JAMA Network conducted a study on this 
topic titled “Racial Disparities in Diagnosis of 
Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder in a US National 
Birth Cohort.” In this study they found that “…white 
children have higher cumulative incidence of ADHD 
diagnosis and that they are more likely to be treated with 
medications within the first year after diagnosis compared 
with children from other racial or ethnic groups.” This 
difference could be caused due to medical racism, income 
inequality and other factors that affect non-white people.

Myth: getting diagnosed with ADHD/autism is 
unfavorable or damaging. Fact: a diagnosis can offer a 
great deal of clarity to those struggling with their identity 
and place in society. Being diagnosed with autism and/or 
ADHD can provide answers to questions such “Why don't 
I fit in anywhere?” and “Why does it feel like I am so 
different from everybody else?” Fort Mill High School 
Junior Chayton Miller, who has been diagnosed with 
ADHD, shares his experience: “Sometimes I catch myself 
being super hyper during a conversation… and when that 
happens, I question if [others] think I’m weird or 
annoying.” A diagnosis can give explanations for certain 
behaviors, thoughts and feelings that one might 
experience. It can also help provide more specialized 
medical help. For example, for some with ADHD, it could 
be beneficial to take medication. For some with autism, it 
could be beneficial to go to therapy specifically focused 
around autistic people.

It is important to understand the stereotypes and 
preconceptions surrounding ADHD and autism as they 
can be harmful to many. Breaking the stigma around 
neurodiversity allows people to live free of discrimination 
and bias and to learn to be themselves in a society that 
accepts them.

Talking to Pets 
By: Nick Fox

A lot of people who have pets talk to them in 
some sort of way, whether it’s giving their dog commands 
or just talking to it about their day, though it won’t talk 
back. Sometimes communicating with a pet can help 
comfort people because it can be easier than talking to a 
human. When a person talks to a pet, the pet’s 
respondency and body language can make people see 
something human inside of them. 

For some pet owners, the only talking they do to 
their pets is through commands. They might tell them 
when to sit, stay, leave something, or when it’s time to eat. 
This helps the behavior of pets and allows them to 
become more comfortable around others. This can also be 
beneficial to the owner, giving them self-confidence 
because they have the ability to control the animal. This 
also may be beneficial because of how contagious body 
language is. When you tell a dog to do something and it 
gets excited, that excitement and happiness could carry 
over to the one engaging with the pet.

In addition, people will sometimes talk to their 
pets about their own lives. Talking to a pet about feelings 
can be beneficial. Even though the owner won’t get a 
verbal response,, it can feel good for a person to just 
expose their thoughts to the world. 

These five points are part of the reason why 
talking to dogs, or any pets,  can be a beneficial thing. 
Amber King of iheartdogs says, “Talking to your dog 
improves your bond, human speech can be interesting, 
talking to your dog is good for human health, dogs learn 
through repetition, it’s not all about spoken language 
when talking to your dog. Of course dogs like it when you 
talk to them!” 

Pets are there when their master gets home from 
a stressful day of work or school, and they are almost 
always excited when they find out you are there. 
According to an anonymous writer for the American Heart 
Association, “In a survey on healthy aging, adults over 50 
reported these 3 benefits: Less stress, better sense of 
purpose, more social connection. Pets can reduce 
work-related stress. ghjklkjhgfgh

According to a study done by Banyan Mental 
Health, dogs can actually tell if you are depressed, and it’ll 
start making an effort to be closer to you than it usually 
would.

Pets are really beneficial for a person’s mental 
health; it’s nice knowing one can always come home and 
have someone waiting for them. You can talk to a pet about 
your feelings and tell them something to get it excited. Pets' 
excitement can be contagious and rub off on its owner, 
making the owner feel happy even if they are going through 
a tough time. 

By: Adriana Bubbico
The images that may come to mind when 

somebody says “Valentine's Day” are that of red roses, 
hearts and chocolate boxes, but many do not know the true 
history of the day. “I always thought it was just created for 
businesses to have another holiday to make a lot of money 
off of,” comments Fort Mill High School Carley Barnes. 
Besides being named after a Catholic saint, Valentine’s Day 
has been mostly separated from religious affiliations. 
However, the holiday is actually derived from Paganism. 
Although the day is a representation of love and all things 
beautiful, it has a quite brutal beginning.

The History of Valentine’s Day

Valentine’s Day 
began as a festival celebrated 
by the Pagans called 
Lupercalia. It is believed that 
the festival was created in 
honor of Faunus, the Pagan 
god of fertility. The 
celebration consisted of 
animal sacrifices, mainly 
male goats (because of their 
believed representation of 
fertility) and dogs (for 
purity). The skin and blood 
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This baroque painting, by 
Andrea Camassei, depicts 
Lupercalia. 

Photo courtesy of
Google Images.

of the animal were believed to grant women fertility. To end 
the festivities, women’s names would be drawn from an urn, 
pairing them with an unmarried man for the year. By the 
fifth century, Pope Gelasius of the Catholic church declared 
February 14  “Saint Valentine’s Day” in honor of the patron 
Saint Valentine in an attempt to christianize the pagan 
festival. 

There are many legends of Saint Valentine that 
explain his relevance to the Catholic holiday and there are 
even multiple Saint Valentines the day could be named after. 
One legend says Saint Valentine defied Emperor Claudius II 
by performing marriages in secret after young men were 
banned from being wed because of  the emperor’s belief that 
unmarried men would make for better soldiers. It was 
during the third century that Saint Valentine was condemned 
for his wrongdoings and sentenced to death by beheading on 
February 14. During his imprisonment, the saint wrote a 
letter to his friend, the captor’s daughter, and signed it as 
“your Valentine.” Another legend states that one Valentine 
assisted in the escape of Christian prisoners from Roman 
prisons. He was also caught and sentenced to death by 
Emperor Claudius, and killed on February 14. 

There are many reasons Valentine's Day is 
associated with romance. People in France and England 
during the middle ages believed that February 14 marks the 
start of the bird's mating season. The poet Geoffrey Chaucer 
even declared it as the day of romance in 1375 in his poem 
“Parliament of Foules.” In 1415, the Duke of Orleans sent 
the first “valentine” to his wife, sparking the everlasting 
tradition. Cupid was soon incorporated into the holiday due 
to his origins with the Greek god, Eros, the god of love (see 
Greek Deities page 3). 

So began the beloved traditions of Valentine’s Day. 
Despite its dark beginnings, it has become one of the most 
celebrated holidays of the year. Today, millions of people 
look forward to the day of love, chocolate, flowers, 
valentines and sweet little cherubs holding bows and arrows. 

Nick Fox poses with his 
furry friend, Coco. 

Photo courtesy of Nick 
Fox.
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With the birth of a new year comes a wave of 
overwhelming positivity, especially for lovers of film and 
television. 2023 may be short of many things, but new, 
highly-anticipated films is not one of them. Make sure to 
grab the popcorn, snuggle up with a cozy blanket or head on 
down to the local movie theater before missing out on any of 
these releases.

Gerald Johnstone started off the new year with his 
new thriller horror flick, M3gan. The movie follows Gemma 
(Allison Williams), a roboticist who suddenly becomes the 
guardian of her young niece, uncovering secrets surrounding 
the highly-intelligent, robotic doll known as M3GAN (Amie 
Donald and Jenna Davis), who’s grown unhealthily attached 
to her niece. Despite the fairly recent release, the movie has a 
score of 94% on Rotten Tomatoes, though critics seem to be 
enjoying it more than the audience. Singer and rapper Megan 
Thee Stallion sang its praises on Twitter back in October of 
2022, attracting fans of her music and horror alike.

Marvel also has big plans for the new year with the 
long-awaited Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 hitting theaters 
on May 5. Some plot points of interest can be put together 
using the pieces the cast and crew snuck in interviews as 
well as scenes from previous Marvel movies. Rocket’s 
backstory will take center stage, according to the film’s 
director James Gunn, and the villain revealed in the end 
credits of the last movie seems to finally make an 
appearance. With Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 being the 
last installment for the franchise, Marvel fans everywhere 
hope the spunky, rag-tag group will go out with a bang.

final episode, and the first episode shows where Ginny 
(Antonia Gentry) and Austin (Diesel La Torraca) went after 
leaving home in last season’s cliff hanger. The rest of the 
episodes follow Ginny and Austin’s eventual return home, 
as well as the blowout from Ginny’s secrets, and Georgia’s, 
played by Brianne Howey, being exposed. 

The second season, which dropped on January 5, 
2023, has similar runtimes to season one, but a few 
episodes run a little longer than previous ones. According 
to What’s on Netflix, the new season has a runtime of 563 
minutes over the span of ten episodes. The episodes are 
mostly around the 50 minute mark, excluding the 
post-credit time, with two of the episodes hitting the 
one-hour or more mark. 

The show’s newest season dives into the 
importance of mental health, as Ginny and Marcus, played 
by Felix Mallard, are both shown struggling with mental 
health issues throughout the season. FMHS Sophomore 
Rowan Bumgarner expresses his appreciation of this 
portrayal and coins it as his favorite part of the season, 
stating that “[He] [likes] how there was a focus on Ginny 
and Marcus’ mental health. Ginny going to therapy can 
show viewers that it’s okay to get help when you’re 
struggling. [He] also liked how they showed a male 
character struggle with depression, and it can make other 
men feel seen since men’s mental health isn’t really shown 
much in media.” 

Although season two of Ginny & Georgia may 
have been a hit with some of our FMHS students, some 
reviews say otherwise. On Rotten Tomatoes, the season has 
a 60% Tomatometer rating and an 85% audience score. 
Some of the critics on the website point out the lengthy 
episodes and how they don’t appreciate the direction the 
show is going, while other reviews praise the show for the 
flow of the plot and the accurate depiction of mental health 
issues. Alison Stine, a top critic on Rotten Tomatoes, left 
this review: “Ginny & Georgia operates in its own 
universe, one where the rules of physics don’t seem to 
apply. Events happen fast and dramatically. Consequences, 
rarely at all. And in its second season, the show has a major 
tone problem.” Stine’s full review on the season can be 
found on salon.com. 

Ginny & Georgia is rated TV-14 on Netflix for 
explicit content and the lengths to which mental health 
issues are depicted. For the full list of possible triggers for 
the series, make sure to look it up online. Season two is 
packed with intense moments that leave people on the edge 
of their seats, as well as moments of comedy and love that 
break the tension. Reviews on the new season vary, but 
with lessons on the real world and dramatized depictions of 
high school life, Ginny & Georgia is sure to keep viewers 
entertained and shocked with their newest edition. 

the nominees were Glass Onion: A Knives Out Mystery, 
Top Gun: Maverick, Everything Everywhere All At Once 
and Avatar: The Way of Water. Austin Butler won Best 
Actor in a Drama Motion Picture for his portrayal of Elvis 
while Cate Blanchett won Best Actress in the same 
category for her performance in Tár. The movie The 
Banshees of Inisherin won multiple awards, including Best 
Screenplay, Best Performance by an Actor (Colin Farrell) 
and Best Motion Picture in a Musical or Comedy. Other 
movies and shows awarded were Everything Everywhere 
All at Once, The White Lotus, The Bear, Euphoria and 
Black Panther: Wakanda Forever.

Celebrities showed out this year with gowns and 
suits from Chanel, Oscar de la Renta, Gucci, Saint Laurent 
and more designer brands. A few actors threw nods to their 
characters in their outfits for the night. Sebastian Stan 
donned a black, half-satin Lanvin tuxedo with a sheer 
white shirt in reference to his portrayal of Tommy Lee in 
Pam and Tommy. He was nominated for Best Actor in a 
Limited or Anthology Series or Television Film for the 
role.

Guardians of the Galaxy 
is not the only superhero film set 
for release this year. After winning 
an Academy Award, Miles Morales 
is back in Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse. Though production 
had a few stumbles and delays, the 
highly-anticipated sequel will 
swing into theaters on June 2. The 
film will follow Miles through the 
multiverse alongside Gwen with a 
stunning cast of characters (some 
friendly, some not.) The Spot 
(Jason Schwartzman) will be the 
main antagonist of the film, and 
Spider-Man 2099, who was teased 
at the end of Into the Spider-Verse,

will also play a major role. With the movie containing six 
diverse universes drawn in their own, unique styles, and 
more spider variants than ever, it’s bound to be an 
unskippable one. 

Speaking of treasured franchises, the live-action 
version of Disney’s classic Little Mermaid will make a 
splash on May 26. With Halle Bailey as Ariel and 
Lin-Manuel Miranda working with Alan Menken, who was a 
part of the original film’s composition crew, the 
most-beloved music numbers are sure to blow everyone 
away. Though it may be too soon to tell, Ariel’s story will 
most likely stay true to its 1989 version, like most of 
Disney’s live-action remakes. Either way, expect theaters to 
be full come May as children all over the nation find joy in 
their charming little mermaid.

There are plenty of other highly-anticipated films 
ready to breach the box office later this year such as Greta 
Gerwig’s Barbie and the stunningly animated The Super 
Mario Bros. Movie, not to mention Timothée Chalamet 
appearances in Dune: Part Two and Wonka, both set for 
release later this year.

“I’m really excited for the new Guardians of the 
Galaxy [movie] because I loved the first two and their 
Christmas special,” Nora Robinson, a FMHS Senior, said. “It 
was really funny.”

“I really like action movies,” explains Senior 
Maggie Possinger, “and Mission Impossible is a movie 
franchise my family can all watch happily together.”

With the rise of streaming services, movies are all 
the more accessible, meaning there is no excuse to miss these 
new releases. Explore new creative outlets and support art on 
screen. Film in 2023 is not messing around.

The official poster for 
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse

Photo courtesy of the Marvel 
official website

By: Lola Wachtel
This year’s Golden Globes 

awards hosted a plethora of 
phenomenal movies, series and 
actors. It was held at the Beverly 
Hilton hotel on January 10, 2023 
and broadcasted on NBC. Among

since 2019. NHL views are also declining, down 23 
percent compared to last year. MLB viewership dropped by 
12 percent over the past year. One possible reason for this 
decline is that people are finding games really long, and it 
makes it a little harder to watch. The MLB did try to fix 
this with a pitch clock that limits the amount of time 
pitchers could take to throw the ball. One league that is 
thriving, however, is the NFL. The NFL’s viewers didn’t go 
anywhere during the offseason; in fact, the league appears 
to have more views now than it did in the past. 

There are some sports that are on the upside of 
trends. With the decline of some sports, it gives room for 
others to grow. A few sports that have been rising through 
the ranks since the pandemic are golf, trail running/hiking 
and biking. While people were stuck in their homes, they 
found that these are some activities they could participate 
in and enjoy, whether competitive or not. 

FMHS Sophomore Isaac Campbell said this when 
asked about if he thinks there are more or less people doing 
track this year: “There are a ton more people doing track. 
We definitely have a lot of freshmen, but there are also 
more upperclassmen joining in on the fun.” This is a 
positive sign for track showing how there is more 
participation in it.

Sports have been trending down as a whole 
recently, but maybe that can turn around if the cards are 
played right. However, individual sports are thriving, so it 
is possible this is just a temporary fall off for team sports. 
Only time will tell.

woman from Asia to win Best Actress at the Globes.
A few controversies surrounded the event this 

year. The Golden Globes returned to television for the first 
time since 2021 after NBC refused to air it last year. This 
boycott was due to the lack of diversity in Hollywood 
Foreign Press’s (the founders of the Golden Globes) voting 
council as well as allegations of bribery and assault in 
previous years. With their return, the Golden Globes 
awarded actor Evan Peters for his portrayal of Jeffrey 
Dahmer in Monster: The Jeffrey Dahmer Story. This 
caused an uproar from one of the victim’s mothers, Shirley 
Hughes. In response to the award, she claims, “People 
winning acting roles from playing killers keeps the 
obsession going, and this makes sick people thrive on the 
fame.” Additionally, Peters did not acknowledge the 
Dahmer victims or their families in his acceptance speech. 
Before the series was filmed, the victims’ families were not 
asked for permission to have their stories fictionalized and 
shared. Some pointed out that Netflix, who produced the 
show, was profiting off of the series while the families 
received nothing and were forced to relive the trauma of 
the events. The series being awarded by the Golden Globes 
only added fuel to the fire.

The Golden Globes have been dubbed the 
“predictors” of the Oscars, which come later in the year. 
Oscar nominees were announced January 24, led by 
Everything Everywhere All at Once with 11 nominations. 
Ana de Armas earned a nomination for Blonde, a biopic 
about Marilyn Monroe beside Brendan Fraser in Whale. 
Watch the Oscars March 12 on ABC.

The Golden Globes awards 
commenced on January 10th 
with actresses like Michelle 
Yeoh winning Best Actress in a 
Motion Picture Comedy or 
Musical. 

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

By: Nick Fox
For a country that seems to be obsessed with 

sports, viewership for professional sports appears to be 
going down. The same can also be said for youth 
participation in sports. When one goes to a sports game, he 
or she may think the community is thriving due to the large 
crowds and cheers from fans, but in reality, interest is 
slowly dwindling.

According to the Sports and Fitness Industry 
Association, participation in youth team sports is down 
nine percent over the last five years – a large drop off for 
such a short amount of time. Another study by the SFIA 
states that nearly 20 percent of kids are now inactive. A 
potential cause for this sharp decline may be parents 
pushing kids a little too much. When a younger kid who is 
new to a sport plays every weekend and works with a 
number of coaches and others to help himself/herself 
improve, it causes the kid to lose interest. 
Additionally, viewership is also declining for pro sports 
leagues such as the MLB, NBA, and NHL. The NBA finals 
have seen viewership decrease by about 18 percent 

A notable speech was 
made by Michelle Yeoh, who 
was awarded Best Actress in a 
Motion Picture Comedy or 
Musical for Everything 
Everywhere All At Once. In the 
speech, she spoke about her 
struggles as both an Asian 
immigrant and an older woman 
in Hollywood. She recalled 
someone’s surprise in finding 
out she spoke English and 
joked about learning the 
language on the long plane ride 
to America. The win is a 
milestone as Yeoh is the first

By: Audrey Miller

By: Laura Slafka
Secrets, lies, high school and love–this 
is just a tiny look into the elaborate 
drama that surrounds the new season of 
the hit Netflix show Ginny & Georgia. 
The show picks up a week after the 
events that happened in the

Ginny & Georgia is 
back!

Photo Courtesy of 
Netflix


